Recognizing that 80 per cent. of cases of venereal disease are treated by private practitioners in the United States, an attempt was made by this Commission to bring together public and private medicine.
The Commission was charged with the following tasks:
(1) To outline ways to improve among medical students and practising physicians the knowledge of, clinical management of, and public responsibility for venereal diseases.
(2) To devise ways to increase the understanding among private physicians of the venereal disease problem and to bring public health and private medicine into a closer working relationship. (3) To identify broad and specific areas of VD research needs. (4) To make recommendations for implementing a programme designed to reduce the incidence of venereal disease.
Because of the magnitude of the task, the Commission was What will be the impact of such a Commission Report? It would appear that already increased interest in research into the fundamental aspects of the gonococcus and Treponema pallidum has been stimulated. The National Institute of Health is issuing, at regular intervals, bulletins on the status of this research. These are being distributed to the immunologists and microbiologists throughout the country. Several grants for basic research have already been made. There is an increased amount of interest in the relationship between the behavioural sciences and venereal disease control in the United States. In the opinion of many, this is a fertile field for investigation. We must know more about the attitude of the high risk groups toward the methods of control which we are employing. Will they accept them ?
During the past 2 months Federal funding for venereal disease control has been increased from 16 to 31 million dollars for the fiscal year 1972. Bills are now being formulated in the congress and senate of the United States, intended to provide funding for the recommendations of the National Commission. Whether or not these become a reality will depend to a large extent on whether or not the general public demands them. The press, radio, and television are already doing their part towards educating the public on the seriousness of the present epidemic of the venereal diseases. It is hoped that this will be reflected in political action.
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